NOVEMBER    26-DECEMBER    16,    1928
Tuesday, December ^.th.
I walked by roundabout ways to Garrick Club. En route I
met and was stopped by four people, including one who didn't
know me but thought he would like to be sure that I was I,
and an old lady whom I had met once at Monte Carlo about
seven years ago for a few minutes.
Geoffrey Russell suggested I should go with him to Bach's
B minor Mass at St. Margaret's. I did. I ate oysters with
him at the Reform hastily, first. Church full. The whole
thing marvellous. It seems that the Mass was not performed
for many years after it was written and delivered, and Bach
delivered it mainly as a proof to his sovereign that he was
fitted for a post of capellmeister! Good performance. The
effect was terrific; also uplifting, despite dowdiness of every
woman in the congregation.
Monday, December loth.
Went to see Max Beerbohm's caricatures at the Leicester
Galleries. They are just as fine as ever. I bought a caricature
of G. B. Shaw, not included in the exhibition, one of the finest
Max drawings I ever saw, for 25 guineas. Couldn't resist.
Read Osbert SitwelTs witty book on London statues,1 read
the Manchester Guardian, hated to start work, did start, and
in 90 minutes had written a chapter of " Punch and Judy ";
1,500 words.
Thursday, December 13^.
I left the house shortly after u, having said good-bye to Dorothy
who was leaving for Brighton by car at 2 p.m. She had to
see Bourdet, the author of " Vient de Paraitre " at 11.30.
Sunday, December i6th.
Terrific day. The best I have done for years. Nearly 5,000
words. I dined at the Savoy. The millionaire owner of a
number of papers came up to me and I didn't know him.
I asked him: " Who are you ? " He said he wanted some
really good stuff for X. He said my article in the first
issue had done them a great deal of harm, and asked why I
had attacked Lloyd George, and LI. George wanted to know.
1 " The People's Album of London Statues."
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